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HOME  › BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

Italy’s companies need 1,500 new technical
graduates a year, compared to the 286 they
get
by Ilaria Vesentini

There can be no manufacturing renaissance without the
re-flourishing of a technical and industrial culture. A new
pilot project launched by Bologna’s industrial sector starts
from this premise to try to respond to the lack of
technically skilled workers in the country and fight the
stereotype that Italy’s smartest students are too good for
technical training.

“Every year our companies need to take on 1,500
technical graduates, but just 286 arrive from the technical
institutes in the country. So 1,000 jobs do not get filled,”
said Alberto Vacchi, chairman of machine maker Ima Group and business association
Unindustria Bologna. 

Unindustria Bologna is leading the project “Technical education: the choice that I would
remake.” Several of the biggest local brands have already joined the program, on the
hunt for talented mechanics. They include gear system maker Bonfiglioli, motorcycle
manufacturer Ducati, packaging company Marchesini, machine maker Sacmi, cigarette
company Philip Morris, ice-cream equipment maker Carpigiani and precision
equipment manufacturer Marposs. 

Faced with figures that show that even in the industrial Bologna region the jobless rate
among under 24s is around 31%, it is worth underlining that 95% of graduates from
Italian technical institutes (who do not pursue university studies) find a job in Bologna
within the first year after getting their diploma and 60% are already in a company after
three months. 

Nevertheless, only 18% of young people in Bologna choose the technical education route
after middle school, while more than half choose to go to high school. Both young
people and employers are aware that internship programs for high school students are
not enough for a district struggling to compete in global markets against countries such
as Germany and Britain, where technical training plays a key role in the education
system.

Unindustria Bologna has said it will dedicate €300,000 annually to the new project for
three years. Two thirds of that amount will go towards “making the technical institutes
fly.” This is the title of one of the five points of the agreement protocol signed with the
Alma Mater regional scholastic office and four technical institutes in the Bologna area to
stimulate investments in the schools involved (Unindustria will match one euro for
every euro set aside by companies).

In the meantime, a marketing campaign has begun to communicate directly with
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families in the Emilia area. The project will be extended to all the developing
Confindustria Emilia, and to launch the cultural shift toward technical training and
work.

And what better sponsor than Claudio Domenicali, the Bologna-bred chief executive of
motorbike producer Ducati? To follow his passion for motors, he defied his parents and
attended Aldini Valeriani, one of the oldest technical schools in Europe which was
founded in 1844, and then the engineering faculty of the University of Bologna.

“I would make that choice again, because at university I was never able to find the
physicality of learning I experienced at that technical institute, amongst machines and
tubes. I could eat the engineers who came from other high schools for breakfast, there
is a huge distance from the productive reality.”

To help close this gap, from October 2017 a new three-year vocational degree course in
electromechanical engineering will start at Bologna University, backed by support from
Unindustria and the Bologna technical institutes.

“It is the first course of its kind in Italy and is structured with a third of activity in the
classroom, a third in the laboratory and a third in plants. The 50 places planned have all
been reserved by 18 companies,” said the rector of Bologna University, Francesco
Ubertini.
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